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SUBJECT: RESTRICTIONS ON DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN TRAVEL 

1. LAO PRESSE IN LAO, BUT NOT IN FRENCH, OF MAY 19 CARRIED 
FOLLOWING ANNOUNCEMENT ON DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN TRAVEL BY 
VIENTIANE JOINT POLICE WHICH IS PURPORTEDLY TO IMPLEMENT 
MAY 9 INSTRUCTION BY MINISTRY OF ECONOMY AND PLAN. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: 

A. DOMESTIC TRAVEL: 

(1) PEOPLE WHO WANT TO TRAVEL FROM VIENTIANE TO OTHER 
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PROVINCES ARE REQUESTED TO ASK PERMISSION FROM THE 
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JOINT POLICE FORCE (THE JOINT HEADQUARTERS AT NONG 
DUANG). 

(2) THOSE WHO WANT TO TRANSIT THAILAND MUST GET PER- 
MISSION FROM THE JOINT POLICE FORCE BEFORE THEY OBTAIN 
A BORDER PASS FROM THE VIENTIANE PROVINCIAL OFFICE. 

B. TRAVEL ABROAD: 

(1) FOR LATIANS: 

(1) TRAVEL ABROAD BY LAO GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS MUST BE 
AUTHORIZED BY THE MINISTER OF THE DEPARTMENT TO WHICH 
THEY BELONG. 

(II) GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS ON VACATION MUST INFORM THE 
JOINT POLICE FORCE ABOUT WHERE THEY ARE GOING AND HOW 
LONG THEY WILL STAY IN THAT COUNTRY. 

(III) LAO STUDENTS GRANTED SCHOLARSHIPS BY THE PGNU OR 
OTHER ORGANIZATIONS TO STUDY ABROAD MUST HAVE AN 
OFFICIAL PAPER CERTIFIED BY THE EDUCATION MINISTRY. 

(IV) LAO STUDENTS WHO WANT FURTHER STUDY ABROAD AT 
THEIR EXPENSE MUST HAVE CERTIFICATES FROM THE EDUCATION 
MINISTRY AS WELL. 

(V) THOSE WHO WANT MEDICAL TREATMENT ABROAD MUST HAVE 
PHYSICAL CERTIFICATES FROM THE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC HEALTH. 

(VI) BUSINESSMEN WHO WANT TO TRAVEL FOR BUSINESS MUST 
GET CERTIFICATES FROM THE TRADE DEPARTMENT. 

(2) FOR FOREIGNERS: 

CHINESE, VIETNAMESE, AND CAMBODIAN NATIONALS ARE 
PROHIBITED DEFINITELY FROM TRAVELING ABROAD, IN AC- 
CORDANCE WITH THE OFFICIAL INSTRUCTIONS DATED MAY 13, 

1975. 

C. HOW TO OBTAIN A VISA: 

(1) PERSONS WHO WANT TO TRAVEL INSIDE THE COUNTRY OR 
TO TRAVEL ABROAD MUST APPLY FOR A VISA IN PERSON AT 
THE JOINT POLICE FORCE HEADQUARTERS (NONG DUANG). 

(2) IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE OFFICIAL INSTRUCTIONS OF 
THE POLICE CHIEF DATED MAY 14, 1975, ALL THOSE RESIDING 
IN VIENTIANE AND HOLDING LAO PASSPORTS ARE REQUESTED 
TO BRING THEIR PASSPORTS IN FOR REVIEW AT THE JOINT 
POLICE FORCE HEADQUARTERS (NONG DUANG) WITHIN 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF THIS ANNOUNCEMENT. END TEXT. 

3. COMMENT: THOSE FAMILIAR WITH NORMAL COMMUNIST METHODS 
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OF POPULATION CONTROL WILL NO DOUBT RECOGNIZE SOME OF THE 
REGULATIONS CITED ABOVE. AS OF YET THESE RULES APPLY ONLY TO 
THE VIENTIANE AREA BUT, IN TIME THEY WILL WITHOUT DOUBT BE EXTENDED 
TO THE REST OF THE KINGDOM. IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE, HOWEVER, 

THAT RULE B. (2) FOR FOREIGNERS STATES SIMPLY THAT CHINESE, 
VIETNAMESE AND CAMBODIANS ARE PROHIBITED FROM TRAVELING. IT 
MAKES NO DIFFERENTIATION BETWEEN THOSE CARRYING PASSPORTS ISSUED 
BY GOVERNMENTS RECOGNIZED BY THE PGNU AND THOSE WITHOUT SUCH 
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DOCUMENTS. IF STRICTLY APPLIED AS WRITTEN, WHICH WE ASSUME 
IT WON'T BE, IT COULD CAUSE SOME SURPRISE TO AMBASSADORS 
KUO VINO AND LE VAN HIEN. 

4. THESE NEW RULES AND PROCEDURES ARE ALREADY HAVING 
EFFECT. FOLLOWING INCIDENTS IN IMMIGRATION/EMIGRATION 
FIELD WERE ALL REPORTED MAY 19: 

A) AMCIT REPRESENTATIVE OF CHRISTIAN & MISSIONARY ALLIANCE 
REPORTED THAT HE EXPERIENCED AT LEAST INITIAL DIFFICULTY 

IN OBTAINING AN EXIT VISA, SOMETHING THAT HERETOFORE HAD 
BEEN ROUTINE. (WE DO NOT YET KNOW OUTCOME OF THIS CASE; 
WILL ADVISE.) 

B) CORRESPONDENT JACQUES LESLIE OF L.A. TIMES WAS TOLD 

HE NEEDED LETTER FROM EMBASSY TO OBTAIN EXTENSION OF HIS 
VISA; HERETOFORE CORRESPONDENTS HAVE BEEN ABLE TO OBTAIN 
SUCH EXTENSIONS MERELY BY SHOWING PRESS CREDENTIALS. 

(WE WROTE THE LETTER, ALTHOUGH WE HAVE CONSISTENTLY 
DECLINED TO DO SO FOR "WORLD TRAVELERS.") 

C) ACCORDING TO RELIABLE AMERICAN SOURCE, 60 OR MORE 
ETHNIC HMONG WHO ATTEMPTED TO CROSS MEKONG AT THADDEUA 
WERE SINGLED OUT BY PATHET LAO ELEMENTS OF MIXED POLICE 
NOW PERFORMING IMMIGRATION DUTY THERE AND WERE TRUCKED 
BACK TO LPF INSTALLATION AT FORMER SOMBOUN LYCEE. WHERE 
THEY ARE EVIDENTLY BEING DETAINED. 

CHAPMAN 
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